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are Lkely to aflect the availability and guality of drinking
waler it the nation over the pext several decades,

The draflt is expected to be consedered by SAR: Executive
Consnitles in mil.l-\.hnn.'lr:lra.ml then seql io EPA Adminisirs-
tor Carol M. Browner, according to another ageney official
The repart is expected (e be appm'nrd witlvoul meajor changes
by the Exccutive Commiites, the officials said.

In general. the draft feport recenmends that EPA Lake
steps o prevent further deterioration of water supplies, and
L adept better manapement practices regarding land apd
[orest wes snd wellands proteclion, the afficial sald. Boiler
munagement of waler soorces would inclode implamentation
of water recycling and conservation practices to improve
efliciencices of water use, he s3id,

Decreased sources and increased conlamination of drink-
ing waler sources, both as a result of population growth, &
one al [our major faclors ideatified in Lhe ceport as afecling
witler supplies.

e of the most seriows problems will be the continuing
doeline of groaind waler tables, whick supply #bosit 50 pereent
of LIS residents with water. scconding to a letter accompa-
nying the draft report

Accerding o the report, ihis decline s often refated 1o
agricultural uses and practices and often is accompanicd by
inereased coataminition with substaness sueh 35 nitrates and
toxic ehemicals,

A second factor identified by the report b= an Ineresced
pulilic detnasd for cleaner drinking waler. The poblic percep-
tion that many drinking waler supplies are “contaminaled
repeated]y™ is likely to continue over the next decades, the
droft report concloded

Mew infoematien on beoalth effects of contaminanis also
will lead te inereased demand for cleaner water, the repori
mald e :

Balnnce Between Chomicals, Microbes

Anather major factor outlined by the reporct i a “changing
profle" of chemical and microbial contaminants of concern
in ifrinking water. The chemical contaminants af metl con-
cern in waler today aride from the chemibcal treatment of
water Lo reduce micrabiological hazards, the repart said.

“The most difficult challenges ta the production and deliv-
ery of zale drinking water ip the next decades, thecefore, will
be in the areas of evaleating and minimizing the competing
risks from chemical and microbiclogical eonlaminants that
gerur in water al very low concentrations,” the committes
winle in ite enver lalter,

Finally, = fourth [actor (s the increased pressure resulling
from the above trends 1o “fundamentally change™ the man-
per in which drinking water is produced, the report said,

To effect this change. the drinking watler commities rriadi
foiit sepnmmendatiog, in odditlon to improved management
of wWalsr SpOrCEs

The report recemmesded that EPA:

k Greatly accelerate research fo spur advances inorisk
assessment methodolagies for both ehemical and microbial
cofilaminants of water, 2

r Support changes in treatment technologies

» Sopport the conzalidation of small distribution systems
and

* Establish a sorveillance or alert system for emerging
willerorne pathogens

The Seienee Advisory Board provides independent, expert
assessments on scientific matiers concerning mager probe
leme facing the agency.

Federal Facilities

CLEANUF COSTS FOR NASA WASTE SITES
TO BE HIGHER THAN ESTIMATE, GAD SAYS

The ceest of cleaning op 650 potential bazardous waste siles
run by lhe Mattonal Aeropactics and Space Adminisication
probably will be muoeh higher than NASA's 52 billion esti-
male, according o' a General Accounling Offcs report.

GAC sakd in the repart, prepared for the House Govern-
mient Operations Sabcemmiiies on Legslation and Matiomal
Securily aml dated Sept, 21, that NASA's “sstimales are
optimizslic and are likely Lo increase sobstantially.”

Tn adidition, because of tightening budgets, the 20 years the
space apescy extimates it will take to do the eleannp also is
probably enrealistic, the report said,

The hasis for GAD's conclusion, the report said, is s
similar experience with the Department of Defense, whose
estimates for cleaning dyp its own [acilities have risen from
512 billion fo aboot £30 billion,

MASA oficiale said thoy beljeve ths 32 billlon Ggore §s “an
upper limitl." according to the GAD report,

The space agency also sald & has not made fnal its
extimated eost. Howerer, il kas bisdgeted £33 million to §50
million per year over the nexl fGve years to address the
problems.

GAD Finds Improvameni

In an April 1591 reporl, GAC zaid NASA did not kave an
adequate agencywide program for eavironmental compli-
ance and restoration. The report said NASA had delegated
respongibillty fer implementing lis environmental protection
and cleanup policy to s centers withoul baving an
agencywide sirategy amd effective monritoring system,

In itz new report, however, GAQ sajd NASA since then has:

" 'l'.'lEl.rr.-]u-pL-d an envirenmental strategic p'l.:n:

+ Established an environmenial management diviston at
headquariers level with a direclor;

» Created an environmental management council and a
MASA operational environment Leam;

e Idenlifed polential bazardous wasle sites; and

r Completed environmental self-azsessments al its major
facilikies,

MHASA's s.l.ral.l:ﬂ'_v lacks an imp]EmEh‘l‘.:lJﬂl.‘l sohedule, GAD
said, and will probably take longer Lthan the 20 years predict-
ed by the agency.

Accurately estimating the remediation costs for a contami-
mitted site % dificoll, GAD sakd, partlcularly if the natore and
exient of the problem are not yel known and the agency bas
pirl yel picked remediatlon oplions and cleasup goals that
mest regulators” approval.

GAD's enviconmental management report on NASA
(GAD/MSIAD-04-264H) i= available from GAQ, PO Hox
B015, Gaithe g, Md. 208 hiee (202) 512-85000,
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FARMER HELD LIABLE UNDER CLEAN WATER.ACT
FOR DREDGING, FILLING 33-ACRE WETLANDS AREA

A Pennsylvania farmer violated the Clean Waler Act by
converiing 3 33-acre wetlands area into farmiand, 3 federal
appeals emirt ruled Now, 22(10.5. v, Brace, CA 3, Mo, 24-3006,
112204}

The 115 Court of Appoals lor the Third Circuil ruled that
Erie County farmer Hobest Brace was pol shielded by the
“normal farming activities,” “upland =6l and waler conser-
wition,"” of “dratpapge dilch malmenanes” exceplions to fbe

Wetlands
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/ act's probibilien against the dizcharge of pollutants inls the
natien's waters when he cleared and Siled the wetlands site,

The Third Circuit reversed a rullng by the U5 Districi
Courl far the Western District of Peansylvania that Drace
was shislled by ke permit exeaplions, The Third Circoil
remanded the case sa the district court could assess a civil
peralby againit Braes,

The mormal farming activities exception applies only to
discharges that are part of an established, or on-going, farm
operalion, [he Thind Circoit zakd, not to EORYE of
wetlands Into farmiand,

Similarly, the Third Circult szid, the drainage ditch main-
temance exception does oot apply b the constructton of
difehea. Brace laid our miles of pew pipe as part of his

- wetlnnds comversion project, the coort said. L

="Even [armmy and other aclivilies exempt [Foen [he Clean
Waler Act’s discharge limilations may be “recaplured™ and
snhject bo regulation, the Third Cireuit said. Brace's cogver-
siom of the A3-acre tract from wetlands inta farmiand sabject-
islons, even ii'_E had beesn

ed kim fo liabilily poder Urese

originally exempl ondér the [arming exception, it said.
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STRONG PUBLIC, PRIVATE PARTHERSHIP NEEDED
TO HELF L5 COMPAMIES, COMMERCE OFFICIAL SAYS

[f U5 companiet are to win a significant share of e
global enviranmoental technology market, a strong public and
private parinsrship is mesdad, 3 Commerce Department afi-
cial sabd Mow I8,

fLaymand E. Vickery J[r., assistant commerce secretary for
irade development, said the global market for these (echngl-
ogies coalil axesed 3400 billion by 1997, making the estabiish-
ment of 3 barge market share (or U5 companies economical-
Iy important

At an environmental technology business conference span-
sored by the 1S, Environmental Techoology Export Council
and the Envirenmental Beziness Cowncil of the United States
Ine, Vickery sald enviroamental awareness and demand for
eavicemmenlal fecvices are growing io many countries—
parilcalarly in Asia and Latin America, whers seme coun-
tries “lor the first lime have disposable ipcome,™

Currently, Germany and Japan have larger shares of U
globnl enviroemental technologies market than the United
States, sccording to Vickery, Companies [rom (hese coentrics
have significant financial and political suppord from their
gErvernments, making such a parinership secessary for L5
companies to campete, he 332id.

Anne Algnzo, depuly assistant commerce secretary lor
environmental technology exports, said the Latin Ammserican
environmental technology market is expecied lo reach §12
billion by 1997,

The bulk of the demand for eleapop and pollation preven-
tion technolegres is expectiesd tobe in Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Calombia, Mexico, and Venezuela, Alonzo said.

Waale waler and water treatment technologies o partici-
lar are in demand in Latin America, according 1o Alonmo,

In Asia, $1 trillion dollars of sew infrastrocture spending,
including the esnstruction of new capital citics and airports
in Thailand and Malaysia, make this area a ripe market as
well, Peter Goarlay, manager of technology conperation with
the [1.5-Asia Envireamental Parinership, told the group.

U5-AEP & a government-spencered trade promolion or-
ganization made up of Asian/Pacific and American busi-
nesses, communily grovps, and governmental instilulions,

Cormmerce hod outlined its plan to help U5 companies
export environmental technelogies to Mexico Nov, 2 in a
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report. Mexico! Environmental Technologies Ezport
Market Plan. Copies of that plan and Commerce’s plan for
caploring US, markel share in Chile and Argentina. Chide
and Argeatina; Environmental Technologies Exzport
Maorket Plas, wers mada available at the conferenes.

Mining

IMOUSTRY TO SEEE REFORM IM GOP CONGRESS;
EMVIROMMENTAL GROUFP WARY OF 'SHAM REFORM"

Mining interests will push for reform of the 1572 Hardrock
Hining Act during the first s=mon of the 14th Congress, an
industry represoniative said Nov. 23

A leader of an environmental groop, howewer, said his
organization would oppese what he called “sham reform.”

Jack (Gerard, a spokesinan for the Mineral Ressdrees
Alliance, an mdustey groap, said any new legisiative proposal
would address “reclamation, rovalties, and patenis.

With a Repablican majerity in both the House and Senate,

mining Eulustey appears (o have a more sympathetic
Tegislative body than in the lxst session of Congress, when an
administralion-backed reform bill failed lo win passage. The
faifed bill would Bave established eovalties on mining rev-
enue and sel federal land-reclamation stapdards and eoviron-
mental-pratestion rules for the indestry.

Gerard predicted that bolh sides would struggle most wilk
the royally spe. The version of the pro-environment bill
passed by the Heuse (HR 32I) during the last Cosgress
propossid an B percent aross rayally on sates of & eommadity.
The pro-industry Senate bill (8 775), sponzorad by Sen. Larry
E. Craig {R-Idahe), propested a 2 percent net royvally on sales.

Ciorard acknwledged that “the makeup of Congressis duch
that mew commiitee chairmeen will be more interested
maoderzting some af the provisions that oar eritics nppeare:t
interested in” With regard Lo bow sympathetic to industcy 3
Republican-dominsted Congress would be, Gerard said, "In
many ways, the people who share oor eoneerns are in 3 beiter
position to help os now,™

Two Alaskan Consersalives

Two conservalive Aladkin congressimen appear bo be zlal-
ed o take aver i:E:,r commitiees. Sen. Frank Muorkowski
{R-Alaska), a vocal proponent of 5 775, is likely to chame the
Sanate Energy and Materal Resources Commitles, and Hep:
Dan Young (M-Alaska) is the Teading candidaie to head The
flouse Matural Resources Commitice.

Gerard insisted that the industry did not want to maintain
the siatus quo, which allows speculators to buy [ederal land
mntahﬁng valoable miperals at very low prices, and prom-
ised that the industry “will support retatively comprehensine
refarm. ™

Jim Lyon, a spokesman for the Mineral Policy Center,
-=hich favors teferms to befter profect the enviromment,
expressed concern about the influence the indusiry might
have with ihe incoming Conpresa,

*1 would pol be surpresed of the mining induestry Lries o
pass & sham reform fike the Craig bill,” Lyon said, referring
to 5 775 Indesd, ihe chances are mech better for soch a bill
this Cengress, he acknowledged,

Although Republicans now dominate both houses, several
muoderate Republicans sach as Sen. John H, Chafee (R-EI}
wha is expected lo take over leadership of the Senate Env-
ronment and Publie Works Commities, apd Sen. James B
Jeffores (R-VE) faver reform of the 1872 law, Lyon said.

In addition, thers ire both fiscal and environmental arge-
menls @ Lhe minng-relorm debate thal “should appeal to
comservalive (actions of the government,” Liyon said,
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