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Sodbuster, swampbuster, and
conservation compliance

These are three terms that many of you will he-
come more familiar with in coming months and
years, Of the 400 million acres of cropland, 118

““million_acres are classed as highly erodible. An
additional 226 million acrés of similar land not
currently In cropland could potentially be con-
verted to cropland. This'land may be subject to
both sodbuster and conservation compliance. Also,
5 million acres of wetlands have potential for con-
version into farmland that would be subject to
swampbuster rules.

~ Sodbuster regulations can give you trouble in 1987

/i you plant highly erodible land that had not been

( - cropped since 1981 to agricultural commodities af.

ter December 23, 1985. Under sodbuster rules, if

L_ you crop this land without a developed, applied .
. conservation plan, you will be ineligible for all

covered programs for any crop you produce on land /
you own or operate. A fine point that might get
you in trouble: crops such as alfalfa are not con-
/ sidered to be farm cofﬁtn%?i?ﬁ@s. If'you have had
cropped between 1981 and 1985 into produetion
after December 23, 1985, but planted a crop be-

y 0 be <
™ this land Tn alfalfa since 1981, plow it, and plant
/ fore June 27, 1986, these regulations do not ap-

corn in 1987, you will be in trouble. For those of
you who brought highly erodible land that was not |
k/ ply until the 1987 crop.
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7 Swampbuster regulations prohibit a person from
;/ bringing wetlands into production of agricultural //
! commaodities after December 23,1985, ifthe land [.
had not been cropped between 1981 and 1985, You/|
lose program benefits unless you convert the land
back to wetlands. Wetland is any land that con-
tains a predominance of hydric soils and supports
/" aprevalence of hydrophytic vegetation under noy-
S mal circumstances. This could involve land you
might not think of as wetlands, such as some tight
| clay_soils in southern Illinois,

~ Conservation compliance involves highly erodible

- land in production of annual crops (agricultural
/ commodities) before December 23, 1985, Under
I+ this provision you must have a conservation plan
developed by January 1, 1990, or within two years
of soil mapping. The conservation plan must be
appliedbefore January 1, 1995. If this land is bid
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vation plan must be developed by contract termi-
nation. The plan must be applied before this land
can be put back into crop preduction.

Highly erodible land is defined as a soil which has
potential to erode at eight times its tolerable ero-
sion rate. For the technically minded, this num-
beris arrived at through the use of the universal
soil loss and wind erosion equations. By early Sep-
tember, maps should be available in most ASCS
and SCS offices to assist you in determining
whether you have any fields that fit the regula-
tions. In addition, if you are a Farmer’s Home bor-
rower, the entire farm will be evaluated. That

way, you'll know.

. The Soil Conservation Office is the first place
to-visit. The people there are the only ones who

can tell you whether the land fits this category.
"TheY are also the people to work with on a con-

‘sexvation plan, though in some states soil conger-
vation districts will be involved, With something“

like 118 million acres affected,(1990 is not as far
away as it seems/ It will take/time to get these

plans completed.
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~Penaities. Failure to meet the requirements un-

der sodbuster and conservation compliance can re-
sult in denial of farm program participation,
federal crop insurance benefits, FmHA loans, and
storage payments. That applies to all the land you
operate, not just the fragile land. Under swamp-
buster regulations, you lose the right to partici-
pate in government programs.

This is going to be somewhat of a bureaucratic
mazeé 1ot some of you. The ASCS, SCE. ¥CIC, and
FmHA are involved. Start early if you think you
have land that fits this category.
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Selecting corn hyrbrids
for a high-fertility program
This season’s excellent corn yield prospects may
disguise the ability of some hybrids to yield con-
siderably better than others under high fertility
conditions. Yet research conducted by a Purdue
agronomist for the last several years has shown
that some hybrids effectively use and respond to
bigher nitrogen rates when the soil contains suffy.
cient amounts of phosphorus and potash. These
hybrids are referred to as high-fertility hybrids.
Low-fertility hybrids take up most of their
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ROBERT BRACE FARM
168.3 ACRES
McKEAN and WATERFORD TOWNSH PS5
ERTE COUNTY, PA
FIGURE 8 - CONVERTED WETLANDS PER ASCS
Historical Imagery
Acquisition Drate: May 11, 1983
Reference: USDA Farm Service Agency Aerial Photography Field Office, '

Projection: NADH3 zone 17 Narth
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